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AQA GCSE Religious Studies A: Christianity



8: Religion, human rights and social justice














	Christian views of prejudice and discrimination regarding gender and sexuality
	Revision summary: Prejudice and discrimination
	Christian views of prejudice and discrimination regarding race, religion and disability

	Catholic and Orthodox churches do not accept women to the priesthood. In contrast, many denominations such as Baptists accept women as absolutely equal to men. The Church of England accepted women into the priesthood in the 1980s and recently elected Libby Lane to the role of bishop (in charge of a large group of churches).

Paul, the early Church leader, has often been seen as expecting women to take a secondary role. However, Paul’s views should be seen in the context of the first century, where women were not given a role of respect at all. Liberal Christians use Paul’s views, together with the passage in Luke 8:1-3, which describes how women helped fund and joined in Jesus’ ministry, to promote an understanding of women’s roles as more equal.  However, other Christians, such as Catholics, note that all the disciples were male as was Peter, the first leader of the church to demonstrate support for their view that women are equal but have different roles.

Most Christians condemn prejudice and discrimination against people because of their sexuality. There is a variety of views within the churches on whether homosexual sexual relationships are acceptable. However, most Christians strongly believe that all sexualities should be welcomed into the Church. The Archbishop of Canterbury said it is a ‘constant source of deep sadness that people are persecuted for their sexuality.’
	How do Christians show acceptance and respect rather than prejudice and discrimination?
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	Christian churches condemn racism. Martin Luther King Jnr was a Christian minister who campaigned non-violently for equality between black and white people in the USA. Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan uses a member of a race the Jews of the time hated to demonstrate loving kindness to a neighbour.

Christian teaching encourages tolerance and harmony. However, in the past, those considered Christian have persecuted those of other religions, especially Islam and Judaism, as well as different Christian denominations. Churches today wholly condemn this. Many Christian leaders encourage mutual understanding among faiths. For example, Bishop Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama have worked together on a book for joyfulness and religious leaders have joined together to condemn anti-semitism (discrimination against Jewish people).
All Christians are expected to follow Jesus’ example in caring for those living with disability and illnesses of all sorts. In the Bible there are stories about Jesus showing compassion for the disabled and sick.

	Key terms and other important words to know
	Christian attitudes towards prejudice and discrimination
	What does the Bible and Christian teaching say?
	Extension activities

	prejudice: Unfairly judging a person before knowing the facts; biased opinions about an individual or a group

discrimination: Actions or behaviour that are the result of prejudice

heterosexual: Attracted to members of the opposite sex

homosexual: Attracted to members of the same sex

freedom of religion: The right to believe of practise whatever religion one chooses

denomination: a distinct group within the Christian faith, with its own organisation and traditions
disability: A physical or mental impairment which has an adverse effect on a person

positive discrimination: treating people more favourably because people like them have been discriminated against in the past or they have a disability
	The Old Testament includes instructions to welcome ‘aliens and strangers in the land’ (Leviticus 19:34). In the gospels. Jesus is portrayed as constantly seeking out those who were rejected by society, for example tax collectors, lepers, prostitutes, women, Samaritans. The parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15:3-7) shows Jesus’ concern for the individual who has been separated from the others. Christian who believe in following Jesus’ example and teaching have sought to break down barriers of prejudice and discrimination.

However there have been many examples of times when the Church has not valued some groups or even rejected them outright. For example some Christians believe that sexual relationships between two people of the same sex shouldn’t happen, or do not allow women to take positions of authority in the Church.
Some Christians support positive discrimination, such as providing better seats at sports stadiums for people with disabilities.
	‘So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.’ (Genesis 1:27) People are special and precious because they are created in the image of God. If all are created by God then, ‘there is that of God in everyone’ as the Quakers say, and so all should be treated with respect and dignity.

‘For God does not show favouritism.’ (Romans 2:11) This comes in a section of a letter when Paul is talking about how Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews) are viewed by God.

‘There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’ (Galatians 3: 28) Paul’s assertion that all  are equal in Jesus.

 ‘I would not worship a God who is homophobic and that is how deeply I feel about this.’ (Archbishop Desmond Tutu, from BBC News website) This was said as part of a UN backed campaign for equal rights in South Africa.

‘Religious freedom should mean the right to challenge beliefs as well as the right to worship.’ (Archbishop of Canterbury)  The Archbishop, Justin Welby, explains that freedom to worship comes with freedom to disagree and debate the claims and beliefs of different religions. 


	Explore http://vickybeeching.com/. Vicky Beeching is a worship leader and musician who received mixed responses from the Christian church when she came out as a lesbian.

Read or listen to Martin Luther King Jnr’s speech, ‘I have a dream’ speech (freely available on the Internet).  Do you think that his dream has been realised in America? Are people of different colours treated equally? 

What, in your opinion, is the most common form of prejudice and discrimination in the UK? Is it racism, gender prejudice or something else?



