Potential questions for Eduqas Philosophy 
Theme 1
	
	a/ b
	Question
	

	1A
	A
	Examine First cause, motion, contingency and sufficient reason in the cosmological argument
	20

	1A
	A
	Examine the arguments against the cosmological argument for the existence of God
	20

	1A
	A
	Examine the cosmological argument for the existence of God.
	20

	1A
	A
	Examine the cosmological argument with reference to Aquinas and Craig 
	20

	1A
	B
	‘The strengths of the cosmological argument far outweigh its weaknesses’. Assess this view
	30

	1A
	B
	‘The cosmological argument fails to demonstrate that God’s existence id probable’ Assess this view
	30

	1A
	B
	‘The cosmological argument has more strengths than weaknesses’. Assess this view
	30

	1A
	B
	‘The teleological argument for God’s existence is completely convincing’ Assess this view
	30

	1A
	B
	‘In trying to prove God’s existence the cosmological argument fails’. Assess this view
	30

	1B
	A
	Examine how the teleological argument for the existence of God has developed
	20

	1B
	A
	Examine the arguments against the teleological argument for the existence of God
	20

	1B
	A
	Explain how the teleological argument attempts to prove that God is the designer of the universe
	20

	1B
	A
	Examine the teleological argument with reference to Aquinas, Paley and the anthropic and aesthetic principles
	20

	1B
	B
	‘Scientific evidence strongly supports the teleological argument’. Assess this view
	30

	1B
	B
	‘The teleological argument for the existence of God is a strong argument’. Assess this view
	30

	1B
	B
	‘Modern science proves that Paley’s teleological arguments are wrong’. Assess this view
	30

	1B
	B
	‘Teleological arguments for God’s existence are entirely discredited by scientific evidence’. Assess this view.
	30

	1C
	A
	Explain how the Inductive arguments about the existence of God may be proved by scientific arguments.
	20

	1C
	A
	Explain the main challenges to the Inductive argument for the existence of God.
	20

	1C
	B
	‘Inductive arguments are unable to establish God’s existence’. Assess this view
	30

	1C
	B
	‘The inductive arguments for God’s existence is not persuasive’. Assess this view
	30

	1C
	B
	‘The design and cosmological argument shows the existence of God is probable.’ Comment on this view.
	30

	1C
	B
	Inductive arguments is inconclusive as a proof for the existence of God.
	30

	1D-F
	A
	Examine the ways in which the ontological argument attempts to prove to the atheist that God exists.
	20

	1D-F
	A
	Examine the ontological argument as an a priori proof for the existence of God.
	20

	1D-F
	A
	Examine the key concepts of the ontological argument for the existence of God.
	20

	1D-F
	A
	Examine how ontological arguments use reason in trying to prove God’s existence.
	20

	1D-F
	A
	Explain two versions of the ontological argument for the existence of God.
	20

	1D-F
	A
	Explain how the ontological argument tries to prove the existence of God.
	20

	1D-F
	A
	Assess the claim that existence is a predicate.
	20

	1D-F
	A
	A priori arguments for God’s existence are more persuasive than a posteriori arguments”. Discuss
	20

	1D-F
	A
	Critically evaluate the view that the ontological argument contains a number of logical fallacies which nullify the conclusion that God exists.
	20

	1D-F
	B
	The weaknesses of the ontological argument give support to atheism.’ Discuss this claim. 
	30

	1D-F
	B
	Discuss the claim that an a priori proof provides no information about the existence of God.
	30

	1D-F
	B
	Discuss the view that the ontological argument is obviously incorrect as an argument.
	30

	1D-F
	B
	‘The ontological argument does not succeed as a proof of God’s existence.’ Evaluate this view.
	30

	1D-F
	B
	‘Anselm’s Ontological Argument proves God exists logically.’ Discuss.
	30


Theme 2     (** Not sure if they could ask this one as it crosses two themes)
	
	a/ b
	Question
	

	2A-C
	A
	Explain why the existence of evil poses a challenge to a belief in the existence of God
	20

	2A-C
	A
	Explain how the Iranian theodicy addresses the problem of evil
	20

	2A-C
	A
	Explain how one theodicy attempts to solve the problem of evil
	20

	2A-C
	A
	Explain the nature of evil and why it challenges belief in a Creator God
	20

	2A-C
	A
	Explain why the existence of evil challenges traditional beliefs about God
	20

	2A-C
	A
	Explain the particular problems caused for religious believers by animal, innocent and immense suffering
	20

	2A-C
	A
	In what ways may suffering create philosophical problems for religious believers?
	20

	2A-C
	A
	What are the key features of the problem of suffering?
	20

	2A-C
	A
	What may the problem of suffering signify to a religious believer?
	20

	2A-C
	B
	‘Religious solutions to the problem of evil fail to convince anyone.’ Assess this view
	30

	2A-C
	B
	‘There has never been a successful theodicy in responding to the problem of evil’. Assess this view
	30

	2A-C
	B
	‘The existence of suffering in the world cannot be adequately explained by any theodicy’. Assess this view
	30

	2A-C
	B
	‘Animal, innocent and immense suffering are strong proofs against the existence of the God of classical Theism’. Assess this view
	30

	2A-C
	B
	‘Augustine’s theodicy solves the problem of the existence of evil’


Assess this view
	30

	2A-C
	B
	‘The Augustinian theodicy provides an adequate explanation for animal, innocent and immense suffering’. Asses this view
	30

	2A-C
	B
	‘The problem of suffering is a mystery and cannot be solved.’
	30

	2A-C
	B
	Suffering remains a major problem for religious belief.
	30

	2D
	A
	Explain Freud's understanding of religious belief.
	20

	2D
	A
	Outline the reasons why Freud regards religious belief as an illusion.
	20

	2D
	A
	Examine Freud’s view of religious belief.
	20

	2D
	A
	Explain Freud’s view of religion as neurosis.
	20

	2D
	A
	Explain Freud’s view that religious belief is both an illusion and a neurosis.
	20

	2D
	B
	‘Freud completely misunderstood religious belief.’To what extent is this an accurate statement?
	30

	2D
	B
	‘Freud’s explanation of religious belief is entirely valid.’ Assess this view.
	30

	2 D
	B
	‘Psychological explanations for religious belief are inadequate.’ To what extent is this an accurate statement?
	30

	2D
	B
	‘Freud’s views on individual religious belief are unconvincing.’

Assess this view.
	30

	2E
	A
	Examine Jung’s view that religious belief meets the human need for mystery and

symbolism.
	20

	2E
	A
	Explain Jung’s view of religious belief.
	20

	2E
	A
	Explain Jung’s views on the ways in which religious belief meets human psychological

needs.
	20

	2E
	A
	Explain Jung’s understanding of religious belief.
	20

	2E
	A
	Explain Jung’s view that religious belief is the product of the ‘collective unconscious’.
	20

	2E
	A
	Explain why Jung considered religious belief to be necessary for an individual’s psychic

health.
	20

	2E
	B
	To what extent is Jung’s view convincing?
	30

	2E
	B
	‘Religious belief is not a product of the collective unconscious.’ Assess this view.
	30

	2E
	A
	Outline the main views of Freud and Jung on religious belief.
	20

	2E
	A
	Explain the views of either Freud or Jung on the role of religion for individuals.
	20

	2E
	A
	Explain the views of either Freud or Jung on the role of religion and psychological needs.
	20

	2E
	B
	‘Jung’s view of religious belief was more adequate than that of Freud.’

Assess this view.
	30

	2E
	B
	‘Jung’s views provide an adequate explanation of individual religious belief.’

Assess this view.
	30

	2E
	B
	‘Jung’s view of religious belief has nothing to support it.’ Assess this view.
	30

	2E
	B
	‘Jung’s views do not provide an adequate explanation of individual religious belief.’

Assess this view.
	30

	2F
	A
	Explain the different understandings of Atheism 
	20

	2F
	A
	Explain the different understandings of Agnosticism 
	20

	2F 
	A
	Explain the criticism of religion by New Atheism 
	20

	2F
	A
	Explain the religious responses to New Atheism
	20

	2F
	B
	The Atheistic argument against religious belief is successful. Assess this view. 
	30

	2F 
	B
	To what extent are religious responses to New Atheism have been successful?
	30

	2F
	B
	Is New Atheism convincing?
	30

	2F
	B
	Does Science oppose religion?
	30

	2F
	B
	‘Religion does not have an effective response to the rise of atheism’.
	30


Theme 3
	
	a/ b
	Questions
	

	3A-C
	A
	The existence of God based on religious experience, Examine this claim. 
	20

	3A-C
	A
	Examine some of the key principles of the argument for the existence of God based upon religious experience.
	20

	3A-C
	A
	Examine the various types of mystical experiences, with reference to the work of

William James.
	20

	3A-C
	A
	Examine the features of different types of mystical experience.
	20

	3A-C
	A
	Explain why problems of objectivity and authenticity present a challenge to mysticism.
	20

	3A-C
	A
	Explain what is meant by mysticism with reference to one religious mystic you have

studied.
	20

	3A-C
	A
	Explain what is meant by mystical experience.
	20

	3A-C
	B
	Religious Experience indicates the probability of God and this is of little value to a religious believer.’ Discuss. 
	30

	3A-C
	B
	‘A mystical experience should not be devalued by the challenge of authenticity.’

Assess this view.
	30

	3A-C
	B
	'It is impossible to accept mystical experiences because of the lack of

evidence'. Evaluate this view.
	30

	3A-C
	B
	‘Religious belief is totally dependent on mystical experience.’ Assess this view.
	30

	3A-C
	B
	‘Religious belief and practice should never be affected by mysticism.’

Assess this view.
	30

	3A-C
	B
	‘Mysticism has no value in the modern world.’ Assess this view.
	30

	3A-C
	B
	Assess the claim that religious experiences prove that God exists.
	30

	3D-F
	A
	Examine the arguments used to discredit miracles
	20

	3D-F
	A
	Examine the main reasons to believe in miracles
	20

	3D-F
	A
	Examine the major philosophical reasons for believing in miracles.
	20

	3D-F
	A
	Examine the key problems of believing in miracles
	20

	3D-F
	A
	Examine the key problems of believing in miracles
	20

	3D-F
	A
	Examine what philosophers understand by the term ‘miracle’.
	20

	3D-F
	A
	Examine reasons for not believing in miracles.
	20

	3D-F
	A
	Explain why belief in miracles may be challenged.
	20

	3D-F
	A
	Examine the Personal testimonies reliability for evidence for God’s existence.
	20

	3D-F
	A
	Examine religious experiences with individual experiences as a basis for belief in God.
	20

	3D-F
	B
	“A miracle is a transgression of a law of nature by a particular volition of the Deity or by the interposition of some invisible agent.” Discuss.


	30

	3D-F
	B
	‘Belief in miracles is essential for a religious believer.’ Assess this view.
	30

	3D-F
	B
	‘No definition of miracle is adequate.’ Assess this view.
	30

	3D-F
	B
	‘Challenges to belief in miracles are unconvincing.’ Assess this view.
	30

	3D
	B
	‘Arguments against miracles are more convincing than arguments in their favour.’

Evaluate this view.
	30

	3D
	B
	‘Religious experiences are nothing more than forms of psychological neurosis.’ Discuss.
	30


Theme 4 (** These questions provide extra opportunities to link to other aspects of the Ethics course or to Philosophy of Religion or to Christianity)
	4A
	a/ b
	Questions
	

	4A
	A
	Explain inherent problems of religious language.
	20

	4A
	A
	Explain the problems of religious language.
	20

	4A
	B
	religious language is devoid of meaning
	30

	4A
	B
	‘Religious language is meaningless.’ Assess this view with reference to one of these concepts of religious language.
	30

	4B
	A
	Explain what is meant by verification and falsification in the context of religious language.
	20

	4B
	A
	Explain how the principles of verification and falsification challenge the meaningfulness

of religious language.
	20

	4B
	A
	Explain the challenges that the principles of verification and falsification present to the

meaningfulness of religious language.
	20

	4B
	B
	To what extent is the Via Negativa the only way to talk about God
	20

	4B
	B
	‘The verification and falsification principles are convincing arguments against the

meaningfulness of religious language.’ Assess this view
	20

	4C
	B
	The falsification principle presents no real challenge to religious belief.  Discuss
	30

	4C
	B
	Critically assess the claim that religious language is meaningless
	30

	4C
	B
	Examine how the meaningfulness of religious language has been challenged.
	30

	4C
	B
	‘The problems of religious language have been completely solved by religious

philosophers.’ Evaluate this view.
	30

	4C
	B
	Explain inherent problems of religious language.
	30

	4C
	B
	‘Religious language still has meaning.’ Assess this view.
	30

	4D
	A
	Examine the contributions of Religious language: Symbol.
	20

	4D
	B
	Evaluate the claim that analogy can successfully be used to express the human understanding of God
	30

	4E
	A
	Examine the contributions of Religious language: Myth.
	20

	4F
	A
	Examine the contributions of Religious language: Language games.
	20

	4F
	A
	Explain the concept of religious language as a ‘language game’.
	20

	4F
	B
	‘Religious language can be understood only by believers.’ Assess this view.
	30

	4F
	B
	‘The concept of a ‘language game’ solves the problems of religious language.’ Assess this view.
	30

	4F
	B
	Critically assess the views of Paul Tillich on religious language
	30

	4F
	B
	Critically assess Wittgenstein’s belief that language games allow religious statements to have meaning
	30

	4F
	B
	‘Language game theory shows that religious language is meaningful.’

Evaluate this claim.
	30

	4F
	B 
	'Language games resolve the problems of religious language.'
Evaluate this view
	30


