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Intelligent Design


Is not dissimilar to the teleological argument put forward by William Paley.


It argues that evolutionary explanations of the origins of life can’t explain all the differences between the species.


It argues that certain features of the universe and of living things are best explained by an intelligent cause, not an undirected process such as natural selection.


One of the arguments it puts forward is irreducible complexity - which certain biological systems are too complex to have evolved from simpler or "less complete" predecessors, through natural selection acting upon a series of advantageous naturally occurring, chance mutations.








Different interpretations of Genesis


Most believe that God brought the universe into being from nothing (ex nihilo).


Some Christians are Creationists, taking the biblical account of creation as literal truth i.e. God really did create everything in six days. They believe that the Bible comes from God and He does not make mistakes. Genesis presents facts of the origins of the world and humanity. They reject any scientific theory that challenges their ideas of God. In the 19th century, Philip Gosse, a naturalist, even suggested that fossil remains found on earth had been put there as a test of faith by God.


Other Christians take a more liberal view. They might regard these accounts as more like parables or symbolic accounts that tell (in story form) the profound truth that God brought the universe and all that is in it into being, and sustains his creation. 


These Christians might look to science to help them understand how God did this. George Lemaître (who proposed the Big Bang Theory) was a priest believed it is possible to reconcile one’s Christian faith with science


They may see the stories as a way of praising God for his gift of life as opposed the being an accurate account.


Bible is an authoritative account of God's relationship with human beings and the wider universe, it was his plan and as a result humans have special rights and responsibilities.


They see religion trying to answer the question “why”, science attempts to answer the question “how”.


Evolution


St Augustine 4th century CE wrote that God probably only created very simple life forms and that these developed over time.








Useful quotes and religious teachings





God said, ‘Let there be light’, and there was light” (Genesis, 1)


 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”


      (Genesis 1: 27)


Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves on the ground” (Genesis 1:28)


‘A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children’ (Proverbs 13:22) 


‘I brought them into a fertile land to eat its fruit and its produce.  They came and made my land unclean.  They made my property disgusting’ (Jeremiah 2:7) 


Parable of the talents, tells us to use what we have been given wisely








The biblical accounts of creation


There are two accounts of creation in the first few chapters in the first book of the Bible – The Book of Genesis:


The account of God creating the universe in six days – Genesis 1:1 – 2:4


The account of God creating Adam out of the earth and placing him in the Garden of Eden


Six days of creation


The first chapter of the book of Genesis gives a very clear account of how God created the world. The writer wanted to show the order within God’s creation. The sun moon and stars govern light and darkness. Fish, sea monsters and birds have dominion over the sea and the sky. The land is governed by animals and humans.  This means the world wasn’t an accident but planned by God, he had a reason and purpose for it.





Day 1 – Separates Light and Darkness�
Day 4 – Creates sun,           moon and stars�
�
Day 2 – Separates the waters and creates the sky�
Day 5 – Creates fish,              sea monsters and birds�
�
Day 3 – Separates the sea from the land�
Day 6 – Creates              animals and humans�
�
Day 7 – God rests�
�


















Further points from Genesis:


It also describes how men and women were a special creation.


The first man and woman were Adam and Eve. God created the Garden of Eden for them to live in.


God made all animals and presented them to Adam so that he could name them. This shows that humans had control over animals.


Dominion versus Stewardship – control or control with care.


We learn that at each stage of creation everything was ‘Good’ including the final creation of life everything was ‘very good’.


Adam and Eve lived in a perfect world until they disobeyed God by eating the fruit from the forbidden tree.





Philosophy of Religion (Christianity) 


Chapter 4 Religion and life











Scientific and the origins of the universe and life


Scientists believe that the universe began 13.7 billion years ago in a massive inflation of matter and energy - ‘The Big Bang’.


Fossil records show that the first signs of life appeared soon about 4,000 million years ago,   starting with bacteria and algae.  These were followed vertebrates, and then as some plants spread from the oceans to colonize the land, the first insects evolved, dinosaurs then became the dominant species. Birds evolved soon after, then mammals, then primates - the ancestors of monkeys, apes and humans.  


Many atheists think that it is impossible to reconcile science and religion. They believe that science has proved religion wrong especially on the origins of the world. Scientists like Richard Dawkins often criticize Christian fundamentalists for ignoring the full weight of scientific evidence for evolution.


Today evolution is associated with Charles Darwin who argued that life began with very simple cells and later developed, by natural selection, into what we see today. His idea was that different species has adapted to fit into their environments. The strongest members of a species survive. The weaker members of a species become extinct (die out). Darwin called this natural selection. Darwin used evolution to explain how humans had developed from apes.


Therefore scientists believe that the world was not created for humans as the earth is billions of years older than human life.


Fossils which show evidence of dinosaurs are used by scientists to prove Darwin’s ideas. 


Scientific theories state that neither the universe nor people were created on purpose. Instead, both happened by chance.





Environmental issues:


Global warming, pollution and the need to protect our resources renewable and non-renewable


Sustainable development: building and progress that tries to reduce the impact on the natural world for future generations


Deforestation: the cutting down of large amounts of forest for business needs


Pollution: Air, water and land. 


Need to: recycle, invest in new clean energy, renewable resources (not just recyclable) and emissions targets.


Environmental issues – Christian responses:


The Bible says that humans have power over animals. This idea is called dominion. Many Christians in the past have used this as an excuse not to care for the environment.


Some say what is happening is part of God’s plan


Nowadays most Christians believe they have a responsibility towards the environment as ‘stewards’ of creation.


St Francis of Assisi saw himself as part of God’s creation talking about ‘brother sun, sister moon’.


The Catholic Church released a set of modern sins. Polluting the environment is one of these sins


Jesus’ teachings on loving one another and helping people in need mean that Christians today should share the resources of the world more equally. 


Some Christians have chosen to join organisations such as Greenpeace or WWF.


On death they will be judged on their actions, many feel it will include how they treated the earth.


They may also try to reduce the amount of pollution they produce and recycle instead of throwing away. 








People and animals


Recent scientific discoveries of DNA have shown how close humans are ‘related’ to some primates and other animals.


Humans share 97% DNA with some apes.


Some Christians believe animals have souls


The book of Genesis sets humans as being quite separate from the rest of the animal kingdom, they are made in his image.


Humans are told to:


“Rule over the fish of the sea and birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” Genesis 1:28


Many Christians are beginning to think again about their responsibility towards the rest of creation. Most Christians believe in the idea of stewardship. This means that people are ‘stewards’ who have power over God’s other creations, but have a responsibility to look after them.


This means that people should care for the earth and preserve it for future generations.


However, the world belongs to God and humans are merely looking after it for God


Christianity teaches people not to be greedy. This means they shouldn’t care about what they eat or what they wear. Instead they should care about God and less fortunate people such as the poor.


Many Christians are concerned about:


Hunting animals for sport, wearing fur coats for fashion, the treatment of animal in intensive farming, over fishing and the use and treatment of animal testing for cosmetics


Many will accept animal testing for medicine as long as proper treatment of animals takes place.











Death and the afterlife:


Jesus rose from the dead and was resurrected, which is proof that life after death does exist.


If Christians accept Jesus as their Lord and saviour then they too will be resurrected after death.


Christians believe in a religion of love and compassion and if they lead a life that is pleasing to God then they will spend eternity in heaven, a place that is wonderful and no pain.


Hell a place of torment where the devil is.


Some believe the descriptions to be literal others symbolic








Abortion and euthanasia


Abortion can take place up to 24 weeks as long as the reasons are: mother’s life at risk, mother’s mental or physical welfare is at risk, the mental and physical welfare of other children is at risk or the baby has a serious mental or physical handicap.  Abortions can only be carried out later if mother’s life is at risk or previous unknown foetal disability is discovered.  


Pro-life: the rights of the child (do not murder, sanctity of life, life begins at conception, babies have survived at 22 weeks)


Pro-choice: Mum’s right to decide (life doesn’t begin at conception, a loving act to allow it if necessary, lesser of two evils.


Euthanasia (gentle easy death) is not allowed in UK. Voluntary and assisted suicide is argued by some because the patient has requested it.  Non-voluntary is where the person is unable to ask.  Sanctity of life, quality of life, loving actions and do not murder are conflicting.


Saving NHS money, removing pain, dignity conflict with possible abuse, mistakes in diagnosis, life is precious.





Keyword�
Definition�
�
Big Bang theory�
The theory that the earth was created about 18 billion years ago by a massive explosion.�
�
Evolutionary theory�
The theory that groups or organisms change with passage of time, mainly as a result of natural selection, so that descendants differ from their ancestors; ultimately, the theory that all current life forms developed in stages from a single cell millions of years ago.�
�
Intelligent design�
The theory that certain features of the universe are best explained by the existence of an intelligent cause.�
�
Environment�
The natural world, the surroundings in which someone lives�
�
Steward�
Someone who is responsible for resources; a guardian of things that do not directly belong to them.�
�
Humanity �
The human race�
�
Origin �
The beginning of something or someone�
�
Purpose 


�
The reason for something�
�
Dominion�
The idea that people have power over the world and everything in it�
�






Animals for food


Some Christians choose to be vegetarians pointing to God’s original instructions to the first humans:


“I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.” Genesis 1:29


It is only after the flood that God commands Noah:


“Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.” Gen 9:3


St. Paul asked people to be respectful of people’s dietary choices.









