0 2  Explain two religious beliefs about the status of women in religion. Refer to sacred writings or another source of religious belief and teaching in your answer.      [5 marks]    
[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer Some Buddhists (e.g. some Tibetan Buddhists) believe that women are equal to men in religion, as we are all part of the cycle of samsara together. Also, the Dalai Lama said there was no reason why a future Dalai Lama could not be a woman.  Other Buddhists (e.g some Theravada) suggest that men are superior to women. This is because they believe that women can only be ordinated into the Sangha from an unbroken line of monks/nuns, as these don’t exist anymore it is not possible to ordain women, therefore men have superior positions to women. 
5 marks awarded for two developed points plus reference to a source of authority. The reference to the reaching of the Dalai Lama in point one meets the criteria for a reference to a source of wisdom and authority. Note: the schools of thought named in brackets, although correct are not required to gain the full 5 marks here.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

